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LENT 2019:  CLOTHE YOURSELVES WITH COMPASSION 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 

other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

-- Colossians 3:12-14 (NRSV) 

 What is compassion?  What does it mean to “clothe ourselves” with it our “put it on”?  What does our 

observance of Lent look like when we devote this time to learning about compassion, cultivating it in our 

hearts and wearing it on our sleeves in the world?   

 In his book “Healing the Heart of Democracy,” Parker J. Palmer (author and founder of The Center of 

Courage and Renewal) explores compassion as a way of saving democracy, which Parker defines as living to-

gether, as diverse individuals, holding our tensions creatively and honestly, without forcing a resolution.   Liv-

ing with such tensions – things like acknowledging past sufferings, walking together through conflict, and liv-

ing with regret for losses that cannot be regained – this kind of living can (and should) result in a certain kind 

of heartbreak.  But not the kind that shatters us into a thousand tiny pieces. 

Rather, it’s a heartbreak that “can make us more compassionate and recep-

tive, deepening our engagement with others and opening us to new life.”  -

- Palmer, Healing the Heart of Democracy, p.20.  

We'll begin our journey to put on compassion ASH WEDNESDAY, 

March 6, in a special service of Worship with our friends from Paw Paw 

United Methodist church held here in our sanctuary at 7 p.m.  Palmer’s 

book and other compassionate writings will enrich our Sunday worship 

themes, and our journey will culminate in special Holy Week Services:  April 

18 Maundy Thursday Seder Worship and Dinner at Paw Paw United Meth-

odist Church (tickets required – see details on p. 5 ) and April 19 Good Fri-

day Worship, 7 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Decatur.  I hope you all 

will join in this time of learning and living into what it means to be the body 

of Christ living in our world today.  

Peace,  

Tiffany 

Palmer’s book is among several new titles recently 

added to The Good Faith Library.  Have you 

checked anything out lately?  See page 6 for info. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiT3eX21ejgAhUwpIMKHaiXBXoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodreads.com%2Fbook%2Fshow%2F10836406-healing-the-heart-of-democracy&psig=AOvVaw31B52YrB2ztYS7_yX6eLN
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Save the Date - Thrift/Bake Sale 

April 27, 2019 
 

 As mentioned in last month's newsletter, the 
Presbyterian Women are busy planning this spring's 
Thrift & Bake Sale, to be held on Saturday, April 27th.  
We will be setting up in the church starting on Thurs-
day, April 25th after 2:00 p.m., and again on Friday, 
April 26th from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.  The sale itself 
will be on Saturday, April 27th, beginning at 8:00 
a.m.  Jan Wilder, chairperson of the Thrift Sale, is ask-
ing for volunteers to help with setting up the many 
items that we have donated....household, electronics, 
tools, toys, etc.   This year we are also requesting 
nice, clean clothing for men, women and children.  
Contact Jan on her cell phone at 269-352-1450 if you 
would like to sign up as a volunteer to help set up or 
work the sale (or do both!)  Marge McKee is the 
chairperson for the Bake sale.  Please contact Marge 
at 341-2949 for more information on how to bag the 
baked goods and when they are needed at the church 
and times to be dropped off. 

 
 The Presbyterian Women are also sponsoring a 
sale of many lovely quilts, donated to the organiza-
tion by the family of long-time member Nanna Ha-
gard.  This sale will be held after church on Sunday, 
March 3rd and March 10th from 11:00 am - Noon in 
Fellowship Hall.   All monies collected from the sale 
will be donated to the new west entrance/parking lot 
project in memory/celebration of Nanna, who passed 
several months ago.  She was such a vibrant part of 
this church for many years, and long-time members 
here remember her fondly.  
 

 Presbyterian Women is open to any woman 
attending First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw as 
her home church, and who enjoys making new 
friends and helping to plan special events here at the 
church.  One or two fundraisers a year are also 
planned by the ladies.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Wednesday of each month in the church library at 
10:00 a.m.    
 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  
A MEETING OF THE MINDS  

AND FELLOWSHIP! 
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DEACON UPDATE FOR 
MARCH 2019 

 
 Is it Spring yet?  Many of us are definitely ready 
for fresh air and warmer weather!  February 3rd was a 
busy and refreshing day.  We enjoyed the Soup-er 
Bowls of delicious soup and desserts, with our dona-
tions of $339.00 going to Eleanor’s Pantry.  After-
ward, 30 boxes were packed with cookies to be sent 
to the college students as a treat for Valentine’s Day.  

 Don’t forget to add the March Pot Luck to your 
calendar for Thursday, March 21 at 6:00 pm.  We will 
have a St. Patrick’s theme, so try out your Irish reci-
pes, and bring your table service, friends and family 
and share a meal with our church family! 
 
 Family Games Night has been moved this 
month to the last Saturday-March 30th, at 7:00pm.  
This event is for the whole family to bring your favor-
ite games and a snack, and test your skills with some 
new players.  Come and join the fun! 
 
 The Snowman Contest winner will be drawn  
March 19, so if you haven’t gotten your entry in,  
send it now to Sue in the office at firstpres1@btc-
bci.com.  A Strand gift certificate will be awarded to 
the winner. 
 

 Easter & Spring Flower order forms will soon be 
available.  Also, remember the Growler Game, May 
31st.  This is their kick-off with lots of on-field activi-
ties and fireworks at dusk! Contact Jan Ogden 657-
5912 for information.   
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    FAITH RISING 
 One of our greatest blessings in Formation Com-
mission is when we get to see God's grace directly 
reflected in our children. This week our grade school 
kids had the opportunity to learn all about the para-
ble of the leaven. They learned of the yeast in leav-
ened bread, what it does and why it is needed.  Yeast 
works invisibly, slowly and silently, changing every-
thing it touches. The smallest amount of yeast added 
to anything changes the composition of the whole. So 
it is with God's grace. The smallest portion of God-
given grace changes us, grows and rises within us to 
reflect God to the world around us. No one can deny 
the effect of yeast on 
the bread. No one can 
deny the effect of 
God's grace on our 
hearts. As God's gospel 
and grace transforms 
our lives, so also are 
we to be transforma-
tive to the world 
around us. Just like the 
yeast, we are chal-
lenged to be agents of 
change. 
 

--Meg Waddell 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

 The forms for the 
Easter Flowers for the 
sanctuary in April will be 
in the bulletins starting 
on March 31st.  Each 
flower will be $10.00.  
Please make checks pay-
able to “First Presbyteri-
an Church” marked 
“Flowers”.    Order forms 
need to be turned in by 
April 15th. 
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MISSION COMMISSION 
 The Mission Commission encourages you to save 
your pennies and loose change each month to con-
tribute to our Cents-Ability offering taken on the third 
Sunday of the month.  Fifty percent of each month’s 
share is split equally between United Christian Ser-
vices and Eleanor’s Pantry.  The other fifty percent 
goes to our denomination for fighting against world 
hunger. 
 

 One Great Hour of Sharing begins March 6 
through April 21.  This year the special offering will be 
celebrating 70 years of sharing God’s love with peo-
ple in need.  Your gifts help support ministries of dis-
aster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, 
food for the hungry, and community development 
that helps people find safe refuge, start new lives, 
and work together to strengthen their families and 
communities.  Special envelopes are provided in the 
monthly giving boxes and one will also be provided in 
the bulletin.  “Gracie the Fish” boxes will also be pro-
vided for your One Great Hour of Sharing donation. 
 
 Thank you for your generous donations to the 
Christmas Joy Special Offering.  The total amount for 
the 2018 offering was $939.00.  This donation goes 
towards supporting the Assistance Program for the 
Board of  Pensions, Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleg-
es, and Racial Ethnic Leadership Development. 
 

Eleda Zygadlo 
Mission Commission Chairperson 

 To the Congregation at First Presbyterian Church  
of Paw Paw, 

 
 Many thanks for your faithful and continuous sup-
port of the work at United Christian Services.  You 
help in so many ways, answering my call for needs 
promptly and generously and I am grateful to you. 

 Thank you in particular for your recent generous 
donation of $277.25 which will be placed in our emer-
gency assistance fund.  Proverbs 14:31 reminds us 
that we honor God when we help those in need.  Just 
this week we have helped several families with Pro-
pane, electric and rent.  We also helped a single mom 
of two children move into a bigger apartment (two 
bedrooms instead of one). 

 Thank you for being part of their story with your 
support. 

Many blessings - Alison Harrop  

Director, United Christian Services 

PC USA SPECIAL OFFERING HAS LOCAL IMPACT:  One of the 

programs funded by the One Great Hour of sharing special 

offering is the Self-Development of People grant, which 

awarded $15,000 in 2018 to Opportunity Knocks in Lansing 

Michigan, which provides job training to ex-offenders re-

turning to the workforce.   
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC 
 

 We approach a busy Lenten season.  Starting 
with March 6th, Ash Wednesday, we join with the 
Paw Paw United Methodist Church for a 7 p.m. ser-
vice held in the First Presbyterian Church sanctuary.  
Our combined choirs will sing “The Lord’s Prayer.”   
 
 Again with our Methodist friends we will cele-
brate Maundy Thursday with a Seder Dinner and 
Worship on April 18th beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Methodist church. This service includes a full baked 
chicken dinner prepared to kosher standards.  All 
who wish to attend the Seder Dinner and Worship 
must get a ticket through the church office by April 4.  
Tickets are available for a suggested donation of $12 
per adult and $8 for children under 12.  April 19  
Good Friday Service will be held at Decatur First 
Presbyterian at 7 p.m., featuring a combined choir of 
singers from the Presbyterian and Methodist church-
es, conducted by our own Chris Gray.   
 

 The 4th Sunday in 
Lent, March 31st, our 
guest preacher will 
be Calvin M. Alder-
ink. Cal leads a host 
of programs as Chap-
lain at the Van Buren 
County Jail repre-
senting Forgotten 
Man Ministries. 
Among other things, 
he has engaged many 
community churches 
by having them con-
duct worship services 
in the jail. Bible studies have been conducted twice a 
week.  Come  to  church  and  bring a  friend  and  
hear  Cal’s message, “Amazing Grace.” 
 

 Bill Buhl 
Worship/Music Moderator 

CHANCEL CHOIR NEWS 
 The chancel choir will continue to rehearse every 
Thursday at 7:00 pm, and appear in service on the sec-
ond and fourth Sundays.  We are excited to explore 
some of the deeply spiritual choir repertoire in the 
upcoming Lenten season, including "His Eye is on the 
Sparrow," and "River in Judea."  As always, if you are 
interested in joining the chancel choir, or even just 
seeing what it's all about, don't hesitate to contact 
Chris Gray at 740.491.6348, or at 
cgray0721@gmail.com, or simply just come to one of 
our Thursday rehearsals.  

Chris Gray, Chancel Choir Director 

PER CAPITA 

BEING A CONNECTED CHURCH 

 One of the ways we live out our particular identity 

as Presbyterians is by being part of the wider church, 

supporting the leadership and support given to all 

churches through our Presbytery, Synod and General 

Assembly.  Several of our members have pledged to 

pay per capita, which funds all of these entities.  The 

2019 per capita rate of $32.20 per person includes 

$8.95 for the General Assembly plus $3.25 for the Syn-

od of the Covenant and $20 for the Presbytery of Lake 

Michigan.  

 If you pledged to pay per capita this year, please 

make your payment of $32.20 per member at your 

earliest convenience, being sure to write “2019 per 

capita” on your check and use the special blue enve-

lope in your giving envelopes box.  If you did not 

pledge per capita, but would like to contribute to the 

strength of our connectional church, consider making 

a donation designated for “Presbytery Mission” which 

will add to the additional support we give to our Pres-

bytery each year.  Thank you for being part of our con-

nectional church! 

mailto:cgray0721@gmail.com
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FORMATION COMMISSION:  

Forming Faith for All Ages 

 Registration is now open to all rising 9th graders 

through the class of 2019 to attend this once-every-

three-years national gathering of Presbyterian Youth.  

Join thousands of young people on the campus of 

Purdue University for a week of worship, creativity, 

spiritual growth and fun like you’ve never seen!  The 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan is providing bus transpor-

tation to Purdue and underwriting the cost of this 

week-long adventure down to just $420.  Our Presby-

terian Women’s group has already pledged to provide 

another $150 for each attendee, bringing to cost 

down to just $270 for the entire week, including lodg-

ing and meals. 

 

 Registration forms and more information are 

being sent by e-mail to families of all eligible youth.  If 

you are interested, please also plan to meet with Pas-

tor Tiffany after worship on March 24 in the fellow-

ship hall to ask questions and talk about other fund-

raising ideas.   

 THANK YOU to Meg Waddell and Pat Conner for 

serving up a miracle—worthy meal of Latin American 

food at the Love Your Neighbor Luncheon on Febru-

ary 24.  Sharing this meal helped us all feel closer to 

Loida and Erik and our friends at Montaña de Luz.  

We celebrated the completion of our February 

“Quarter Jar” campaign, and we have almost reached 

our goal for funding Loida and Erik for another year.  

The jars are still trickling in—if you would like to con-

tribute to this ministry, please get your donation des-

ignated for Montaña de Luz to the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 Our Sunday Morning 8:45 Bible Study class con-

tinues to provide robust discussion of the Book of 

Acts, and on certain Wednesdays at noon, we have a 

group meeting to learn about God’s Covenant with 

people and with us today.  And anyone can enrich 

their faith by reading from the many titles now avail-

able in the Good Faith Library.  Just pick a book off 

the cart, sign the library card and leave it in the box 

on the book rack, and return when finished.  Read 

something you like?  Tell us about it in a review for 

the church newsletter!  E-mail to firstpres1@btc-

bti.com.     

Horchata, fresh juice and a warm tostada became enough to 

feed all who attended on February 24—sharing a meal not 

unlike what Loida and Erik might eat! 
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 BIRTHDAYS: 
 

03/08 Adeline Bradish  
03/08 Theresa Yarbrough 
03/12 Thomas Conner 
03/14 Nolan Beck 
03/16 Fred Martin 
03/20 Haley Lane 
03/27 Renee LeFrancois 
03/28 Watson Kusmack 
03/29 Wayne Martin 
03/30 Nathaniel McCloskey 
03/31 Kalley Zabonick 
 

  ANIVERSARIES: 
 

03/19 Timothy & Jennifer Combs  
03/26 Alan & Nicole Colgren 
 

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

 MARCH GREETERS: 
03/03 Marge McKee & Bonnie Walter 
03/10 Eleda Zygadlo 
03/17 Dick & Sally Schallhorn 
03/24 Bill Buhl 
03/31 Jerry Dundon 

Head usher for March is Scott Beck.  Any questions, 
please contact Scott on  his  cell: 674-9205.   
      Cents-Ability will be collected on March 17th 

QUILT SALE UPDATE:  On March 3, 2019, Judith Haefner 

and Kathy McGuire helped to sell Nanna Hagard’s lovely 

quilts.  They collected $372 that is earmarked for the new 

west entrance of the church.  A few items remain and will 

be for sale  March 10th after worship.  

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic-36.sinclairstoryline.com%2Fresources%2Fmedia%2Fe2e28c79-175c-4c1a-bdb0-5acdb433a1d5-large16x9_KTVOBirthdays.png%3F1480362812140&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fktvo.com%2Fstation%2Fbirthday-and-anniversary-
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 MARCH 6 ASH WEDNESDAY service at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary.  The Unit-
ed Methodist church will also worship with us that night. 

 
 MARCH 10 SPRING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING we will meet right after 

worship service. 
 
 MARCH 17 CENTS-ABILITY monthly collection.  Bring your change that 

makes change for United Christian Services, Eleanor’s Pantry and Global 
Hunger Relief. 

 
 MARCH 27 is the COVENANT Bible Study Class for this month.  It’s not too 

late to join this class about growing in relationship with God and one an-
other. 

 
 MARCH 21 Deacon’s Potluck Dinners on third Thursdays as always at 6:00 

pm in Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish to share, your own tableware.  Friends 
welcome. 

 
 MARCH 23 Deacon’s Game Night is Saturday, March 23rd at 7:00 pm in 

Fellowship Hall.  Bring your favorite snacks to share & friends! 

SAVE THE DATE 
ANNUAL THRIFT/BAKE SALE - April 27, 2019.   

Keep posted for more information  

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

